680 


REVIEWS. 


especially as a frequent cause of necrosis ; moreover, the surgical treat¬ 
ment, especially where he insists on the importance of trephining the 
bone, precisely meets the indication, and anything short of that is an 
imperfect operation. Many lirab3 have been saved, and, as he points 
out, many museums despoiled of what would have been otherwise, fine 
specimens of bone containing sequestra, by such radical treatment. We 
notice, however, that in recommending the Esmarch bandage as an ad¬ 
juvant to the operation that the author does not urge upon his readers 
the important precaution of not applying it over the diseased part lest 
the infection be forced into the system. 

The description of shock by the author is very excellent, and shows 
that he is only too well acquainted with this formidable complication 
in this country. The curious absence of shock in some countries, 
especially in the Orient, does not seem to have attracted his attention. 
The missionary physicians in Madagascar, and numerous surgeons in 
Egypt, Hindostan, and so on have noted this fact, which is undoubted. 
We observe with approval that he doubts the existence of secondary 
or delayed shock, and attributes it to fat-embolism, or septic infection, 
though he recognizes the fact that there may be protracted shock. 

We are glad to see that he has re-echoed the cry which Dr. Cheever 
raised some years ago in the American Surgical Association against the 
needlessly prolonged operations of many surgeons, and urges all haste 
consistent with thoroughness, and also advises special care in the conserva¬ 
tion of the body-heat. We should have been disposed to insist somewhat 
more on the use of strychnine as a remedial agent, and very frequently 
give it in doses of gr. repeatedly administered during any prolonged 
operation. 

Time and space do not permit us to take up the remainder of the 
volume. Suffice it to say that we have read the whole book through 
with the greatest possible profit and interest, and to all of our junior 
practitioners, and those in the country who are not familiar with the 
rapid strides of surgical pathology in the last few years, we can unhesi¬ 
tatingly recommend the book as a safe counsellor and an instructive 
friend. W. W. K. 


Atlas of the Diseases of the Skin, in a series of illustrations from orig¬ 
inal drawings, with descriptive letter-press. By H. Radcliffe Crocker, 
M.D., F.R.C.P., Physician to the Department for Diseases of the Skin, 
University College Hospital, London, etc. Edinburgh, London, and New 
York. New York: Macmillan & Co. 

The name and high reputation of the author of this work are in them¬ 
selves sufficient guarantee for excellence. Acareful inspection of the plates 
and letter-press of Parts I. and III. of the Atlas before us bears out the truth 
of the opinion just expressed. The work is in every way worthy of the 
distinguished author and of the subject. Dr. Crocker has been known 
for twenty-five years as a hard-working, conscientious laborer in the field 
of dermatology. In his writings, he impresses the reader with the idea 
that he has something of importance to communicate, and moreover that 
he desires to convey that information in the most practicable and straight¬ 
forward manner. 
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CROCKEK: DISEASES OF THE SKIN. 

The Altai is got up by the author and publishers on a grand scale, the 
elate being life-size, aid well drawn and colored. The cate selected 
Ibr representation are varied, some illustrating common formB of disease, 

° t Faseiculu”L 1 cOTtains three portraits of erythema multiforme, one of 
dermatitis gangnenosa infantum with varicella, one of miliaria 1 “fe°l u “> 
one of ichthyosis of trunk, four of xanthoma (planum, palpebranim, 
lincare palmaris, tuberosum of knee, congenitale of abdomen), one of 
lupus vulgaris with epithelioma, and two of scabies. To an American 
observer it is interesting and instructive to note the types of diseases 
portrayed, some of which differ in certain particulars from the same 
varieties of disease as met with in the United States. Thus the cases of 
erythema multiforme show lesions which are considerably bolder and 
moreelevated than met with here; indeed, therev.ewer cannot recall 
having ever seen lesions so boldly developed in this disease. The caw of 
ichthyosis simplex of trunk is unusually brown for this variety of ich 
thvosls and the artist has failed to depict the presence of epidermic 
scalps successfully This we regard as the most unsatisfactory portrait, 
both and adoring, in this fasciculus. Thexaothoma plates 

illustrate adSly the diveraity of forms which this disease takes on, 
and give a good idea of the subject as a whole. The portrait of lupus 
vulgaris with an epitheliomatous tumor springing from the cheek shows 
a rare b u t * w ell-k n 0 wn combination of two distinct diseases-lupus vul¬ 
garis and cancer. Another unusual picture, one almost unknown in the 
reviewer’s experience in this country, is scabies of the scalp in an infant, 
where the inflammatory discrete vesicular lesions exist in great profusion 
and are as well marked upon the scalp and face as upon the trunk and 
arms. It is questionable if even an experienced observer would be pre¬ 
pared to make a diagnosis from this picture for the S leS r£he 

which usually so soon appear in scabies are altogether absent heree Ihe 
lesions depicted resemble those of rather miliaria vesiculosa rubra. 

Fasciculus II. contains two representations of urticaria papulosa, one 
showing the early urticarial stage, the other a later stage, with excoriated 
papules and crusts. This form of urticaria is perhaps commoner m 
Grent Britain than elsewhere, and has been much written about in that 
country but in the United States it does not seem to be so common nor 
so intractable as English authors state is the case in * elr 

Next we note three portraits of lupus vulgaris, two of which, occurring 
on the buttock and thigh, may be regarded as somewhat unusual 
growths and of a much brighter red color than is usually 
fn lupus. The author distinguishes between lupus vulgaris and scrofulo¬ 
derma and gives three pictures showing the latter affection, one being 
the typical common “ chronic scrofulous ulceration of the neck, another 
lunus^verrucosus of the knuckles, and the third verruca necrogemca. 
Tlie lost shows an exaggerated form of this affection, with hard, greenish- 
crusted, fissured plat Jover the knuckles. Another plate shows an ex¬ 
traordinary case of keloid following scar, the lesion covering the whole 
shoulder and part of the arm. .. „ . A . 

Two illustrations of “seborrhceic dermatitis are presented, one 
shows the disease upon the side of the face and upon the jcalp, 
by most observers in this country would probably be 
eczema- Dr. Crocker designate the disease as seborrhoea eczema 
formS ” The other illustration of seborrhceic dermatitis shows what 
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has long been well recognized in the United States as “seborrhcea sicca,” 
faciei et corporis , according to the region invaded. It is a distinctly 
seborrhceic process, which seldom assumes an eczematous nature. It is 
a well-defined disease, and we are pleased to see such a good portrait of 
it; but it would serve a better representation of the disease as met with 
here, if the skin were more greasy and scaly or cruBted. 

Fasciculus IIL takes up the subject of lichen planus, the four por¬ 
traits given illustrating the subacute and chronic forms as they affect the 
skin and the mucous membrane. The drawing and coloring of these 
plates are not altogether satisfactory, the lesions of the usual form of the 
disease, as shown on the forearm, being more elevated and whiter than is 
the rule. All of the cases portray unusual rather than common forms 
of lichen planus, a disease which occurs more frequently probably in 
England than in any other country. Next we note a rare form of bull¬ 
ous iodide eruption, in which the lesions have the appearance of being 
fungoid rather than bullous. The case is instructive. Two portraits of 
psenical pigmentation and two of arsenical keratosis follow, all being of 
interest There is also a striking picture of “ lupus erythematosus seba- 
ceus,” in which the sebaceous crusts are pronounced and thick, and the 
zone of inflammation around the patches very active. Acne varioli¬ 
formis is a rare manifestation, of which there are three portraits given. 
The affection is usually confounded with acneform syphilis, to which, on 
account of the punched-out, crusted, ulcerative lesions, it bears close 
resemblance. The characteristic symptoms of the disease are the varioli¬ 
form scars which the pustules leave, the tendency to affect the forehead 
at the border of the scalp, tendency to recur, chronicity, and the com¬ 
parative dryness of the necrotic process. 

We commend the Atlas with warmest praise to all interested in 
dermatology. It bids fair to be a monumental work, and it should 
receive a generous reception at the hands of the profession at large. The 
form is dignified and grand, the paper highly calendered and thick, the 
type large and excellent. The letter-press takes up each disease in a 
practical way, describing first the characteristic symptoms and features, 
followed by a brief history of the case portrayed, together with appro¬ 
priate remarks upon the diagnosis of the disease viewed as a whole. We 
trust that with the completion of the work the names of the artists who 
have done such good medical painting will be given. L. A. D. 


Traite Elementaire de Clinique Therapeutique. Par le Dr. Gaston 
Lyon, Chef de Clinique M6dicale a la Faculty de Medicine de Paris. Paris: 
G. Masson, 1895. 

An Elementary Treatise on Clinical Therapeutics. By Gaston 
Lyon. 

. It has only been within the last few years that books upon therapeu¬ 
tics have been written, not from the position of the drug, but from the 
standpoint of the disease to which the drug is to be applied. Several 
works have been published in this country and abroad which have 
covered this field of medical literature quite thoroughly, and we now 
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have presented to us a very useful, carefully prepared and pxcelhent 

volume by Dr. Lyon, which is perhaps the most exhaustive 

kind by a single author which exists to-day, covering as it does nearly 

10 ?l P reah C arf > d i P vIded d s^e t m at ic ally into those of the digestive 
svstem the respiratory system, etc., and nearly every article teems with 
pSptions wh”h the author has found of value or more commonly 
extracted from the writings of men who are usually ranked as author! 

tie in I1 manyrf^ n a C rtidM the symptoms of the diseases are ao carefuUy 
described and the pathology underlying these symptems so thoroughlj 
discussed that the application of the remedial agents which iollow ib 
not only rational but encouraging to the physician who desires to 
follow he™dvS of the author^ not blindly, but with a clear under- 
standine of what he is doing. Under the article on gout we note 
that the author writes quite exhaustively concerning the ordinary rem 
edial measured andthen discusses the treatment of this affection by the 
various snriuirs which he believes to possess particular value, classifying 
them aeco d-ifgTo the many forms of gout which present tbemselvesto 
the^racSner Thus he suggests that for acute gout, which is com¬ 
paratively recent and has attacked vigorous subjects, that the springs of 
^ichy and Vais are to be resorted to; whilein the subacute form, np'wel- 
there are congestion of the liver and intestinal atony, Carlsbad an 
Guynn^re*recommended. In those case, in which here ^pulmonary 
or diabetic trouble a visit to Rpyat is desirable, and ebon d gravel bo 
present Contr6xeville, Evian, and Vittel are advisable. Should there be 
chronic gout with articular involvement and a deposit of tophi he g 
ppqts Bourbonne-les-Bains and Plombieres. , vv. 

g In the treatment of an acute attack Lyon believes that absolute 
immobility of the part, with the use of an ointment conqMised of ten 
ner cent of salicylate of sodium in lanoline, is very useful, and he also 
• advocates that the carbonate or benzoate of lithium shall be given “ 
someth aromatic infusion. With the tincture of cokhicum be advises 
that we combine tincture of aconite root, jalap, and cinchona. 

The author is careful to point out from time to tine in the text that 
various medTcamTnts are needed in the different stages> ofHhe disease 
as they present themselves. In speaking of 

various forms of tremor, he details treatment which he “ 

each particular case, and we note that, unlike many other Continental 
writera, he has been careful to go beyond the therapeutics of hu country 
men and to quote from the writing, of aborers m foreign fields. Thus 
under the remedies which he particularly regards as of value id tne 
tremors of naralvsis agitans we find sulphate of sparteine, borax, duboi 
sSrnTcrotoS” Sd hyoscyamine, and we are glad to note that he gives 
the credit for the“e of the sulphate of sparteine to Dr. Potts, of Phd- 
adelnhia. Personally we have always found that hyoseme was prefera- 
hle to any of these remedies, and we notice that Lyon suggests its employ¬ 
ment) particularly iLinsomnia be present We find an error, however 
in that he ordera a solution containing hydrochlorate of cocaine ana 
borax (instead of 8 boric acid), forming, of course, thereby a chemical 

“fXfit‘Si in all, the book may be characterized asonewhfohis 
thorough, practical, carefully prepared, and singularly free from 



